
Blog Ask for Trips 
 
Thanks for helping!  Your insight will help raise awareness about health equity and allow 
Community Empowerment to better communicate the needs and accomplishments of its global 
health initiatives. The content will be made available on our website, as well as social media 
platforms where applicable.  
 
To help us, please answer the following questions: 
 
Date and location of trip: 
 
 
How many trips have you been on before? 
 
 
Why do you want to work in global health with Community Empowerment? 
 
 
 
What did you do on this trip? 
 
 
 
Any specific cases or stories that made an impact on you as a healthcare provider and/or 
visitor? 
 
 
 
What is your view on the role of global health going forward? 
 
 
 
If you have any photos, please share!  We appreciate your commitment to global health and 
Community Empowerment.  Thank you in advance for taking the time to share your story. 
 
Please send all content to Annie Grossinger at annie.grossinger@gmail.com 
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Photo Ethics Guidelines 
 
Photography is one of the most prevalent mediums of our time.  It’s a way to connect people to 
different communities and cultures.  As we curate our content, we want to ensure that our 
images are being sourced in ways that are ethical and reflect our commitment to these 
communities.   
 
Please take a moment to review the following guidelines: 
 
Do 

● Lead with yourself and not your camera.  Develop a relationship before shooting.  If a 
person is the main subject of your image, start by keeping your camera down and 
greeting them.  

● Focus on elements that you find representative of the community and your experience. 
● Share the process with the locals.  Images are a collaboration between the subject and 

the photographer. 
 
Don’t 

● Take a picture without someone’s permission if they are the main subject.  Use 
appropriate discretion when shooting street photography and using a person as a 
structural element in composition.  (Never shoot from the hip if someone has denied 
photo permission.  Respect their boundaries.) 

● Use photography to further demonstrate American privilege.  These images should be a 
window into other people’s lives rather than a window into your volunteer work. 

● Take photos of patients in a clinical setting without thorough thought.  Even if you 
receive permission, use discretion as to whether you’re helping or further exploiting a 
marginalized population. Consider your role as a medical provider and whether their 
consent is tied to a desire to receive care. 

 
The morals and ethics of photography are often discretionary; when taking pictures in 
developing countries, always ask yourself the following: Why am I taking this photo?  Is the 
image reflective of the community or am I picking sensationalized elements?  Am I exploiting 
someone at their worst?  Would I want this photo taken of me?  If you feel weird taking the 
photo, don’t take it. 
 
It’s important to note that each culture has its own view of photography as well.  For example, 
the locals in Jerusalem, Haiti find it to be invasive.  If you fail to develop a relationship or gain 
permission before shooting, you’re likely to be met with hostility.  You’re also likely to be 
denied permission.  In contrast, the community of Peralta, Dominican Republic is much more 
open to photography.   They like to participate in the composition and view results.  During 
cultural orientation, ask your trip leader how photography is received in the areas you’ll be 
travelling.  


